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after the event. Admiral von Tirpitz,25 in My Memoirs
and in his more recent and valuable Political Documents,
takes Bethmann severely to task for his optimism in hoping
for a friendly understanding with England during the years
before the War, and for his diplomatic bungling in the final
crisis of 1914. Prince Lichnowsky's bitter pamphlet, My
London Mission,2* which was written during the War under
a feeling of failure and the fire of criticism at home, is often
unjust in its criticism of the German Government and not
always well informed. It has been relied on outside Ger-
many to an extent far beyond what it deserves. The
Memoirs2T of the ex-Kaiser at Doom, which ungenerously
attempt to lay the blame on everyone else but himself, are
full of inaccuracies and misconceptions. They are of little
historical value except for the psychological light they
throw upon their author, and tend to obscure rather than
elucidate the truth as to the causes of the War. General
von Moltke's posthumous Recollections2B consist largely
of letters to his wife covering the thirty years before the
War. The brief chapter on the July Crisis, written after
the Battle of the Marne and his removal from active com-
25 A. v. Tirpitz, Erinnerungen, Leipzig, 1919 (Eng. trans., 1921); also
Politische Dokumente:   Der Aufbau der deutschen Weltmacht;   Deutsche
Ohnmachts-politik irn Weltkriege, 2 vols., Hamburg and Berlin, 1924-26.
26 Prince Lichnowsky, Meine Londoner Mission, 1912-1914, Eng. trans,
edited with notes by Amer. Assoc., for International Conciliation, No, 127,
June, 1917, pp. 227-404.   For criticisms of Lichnowsky, see G. von Jagow,-
Remarks, ibid.j pp. 352-367; and M. Ritter, Der Ausbruch des Weltkrieges
nach den Behauptungen Lichnowskys und nach dem Zeugnis der Akten,
Munich and Berlin, 1918,   Of much greater value is Prince Lichnowsky's
large, more recent work, Auf dem Wege zum Abgrund, 2 vols., Dresden,
1927, covering the whole period of his London mission and containing
unpublished documents (Eng. trans., Heading for the Abyss, 1928).
27 Wilhelm II, Ereignisse und.Gestalten, 1878-1918, Berlin, 1922 (Eng.
trans., 1922).   Equally unreliable ;are his "Comparative Tables," which
were neatly dissected by Ch. Appuhn and P. Renouvin, Introduction aux
Tableaux d'Histoire de Guittaume 77, Paris, 1923.    Much more  trust-
worthy and informing is his most recent volume, My Early Years, London,
1926.
28Helmuth v. Moltke, Erinnerungen, Briefe, Dokumente, 1887-1916,
Stuttgart, 1922.